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Black Homicide Victimization in the United States

A story of racial disparities

This July 2026 Violence Policy Center study describes the magnitude of Black homicide

victimization in the United States. While the full study can be found here, this brief overview focuses

on the disproportionate impact homicide has on the Black community.

KEY FINDINGS

In 2024 the Black homicide victimization rate was more than six times the white homicide
victimization rate in the United States — 22.4 per 100,000 compared to 3.5 per 100,000. This
disparity widens when focusing on male victims. In 2024 the Black male homicide victimization
rate was more than seven and a half times that of white male victims in the U.S. (39.0 per
100,000 compared to 5.1 per 100,000). The Black female homicide victimization rate was more
than three and a half times that of white female victims in the U.S. (6.5 per 100,000 compared
to 1.8 per 100,000).

While only 13.7 percent of the overall U.S. population is Black, more than half of all homicide
victims in 2024 were Black (52.2 percent).

A higher percentage of Black homicide victims are killed with firearms compared to white
homicide victims — 84.3 percent compared to 67.8 percent.

Homicide remains the leading cause of death among Black youth and young adults ages 10 to
24inthe U.S.

STATE-SPECIFIC FINDINGS

Missouri has had the highest or second-highest rate of Black homicide victimization in the U.S.
since 2007 — 18 years in a row.

In addition to having the highest rate of Black homicide victimization in 2024, Missouri also had
one of the largest disparities in homicide rates between the state’s Black and white
populations. In Missouri in 2024, Black residents were 12.7 times more likely to die by homicide
compared to white residents (48.3 per 100,000 compared to 3.8 per 100,000, see figure).
Wisconsin and Michigan have the largest disparities between the Black and white homicide
victimization rates in the U.S. In Wisconsin, Black residents were 18.8 times more likely to die
by homicide compared to white residents. This is almost three times the national ratio of 6.4. In
Michigan, Black residents were 13.6 times more likely to die by homicide compared to white
residents.


https://vpc.org/publication/black-homicide-victimization-in-the-united-states-an-analysis-of-2024-homicide-data/
https://vpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/fig_10_2026-3.png

Ratio illustrating the difference between Black and white homicide victimization rates by
state, 2024
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The above figure depicts the magnitude of difference between Black and white homicide
victimization rates by state. Gray bars represent the Black homicide victimization rate for each state
and red bars represent the white homicide victimization rate. They are ordered by the Black/white
rate ratio, which is calculated by dividing the Black homicide victimization rate by the white
homicide victimization rate to reveal the disparity between the Black and white victimization rates.

Note: Gray bars are not shown for states where the number of Black homicide victims in 2024 did not allow
for the calculation of a stable rate (fewer than 10 victims). The same is true for states without red bars
depicting the white homicide victimization rate.



