










The Reality: The Husband or Boyfriend with a Gun 

When Men Murder Women is an annual report prepared by the Violence Policy 
Center detailing the reality of murders committed against women. The study analyzes 
the most recent Supplementary Homicide Report data submitted to the Federal Bureau 
of lnvestigation. 2 The information used for this report is for the year 1998. Once 
again, it is the most recent data available. This is the first analysis of the 1 998 data 
on female homicide victims to ofter breakdowns of cases in the 15 states with the 
highest female victim/male offender homicide rates, and the first to rank the states by 
the rate of these female homicides. 

This study examines only those instances involving one female homicide victim 
and one male offender. This is the exact scenario-the lone male attacker and the 
vulnerable woman-that is used by the gun lobby to promote gun ownership among 
women. 

In 1998, there were 1,932 females murdered by males in single victim/single 
offender incidents that were submitted to the FBI for its Supplementary Homicide 
Report. 3 These highlights from the report, expanded upon in the following sections, 
dispel many of the myths propounded by the gun lobby: 

o More than 1 2 times as many females were murdered by a male they
knew (1,699 victims) than were killed by male strangers ( 1 38 victims).

0 Sixty percent (1,016) of female homicide victims were wives or intimate 
acquaintances4 of their killers. 

o There were 41 0 women shot and killed by either their husband or
intimate acquaintance during the course of an argument-more than one

2 The Federal Bureau of Investigation's Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program collects 

basic information on serious crimes from participating police agencies and records supplementary 

information about the circumstances of homicides in its unpublished Supplementary Homicide Report 

(SHR). Submitted monthly, supplementary data consists of: the age, sex, race, and ethnicity of both 

victims and offenders; the types of weapons used; the relationship of victims to offenders; and, the 

circumstances of the murders. According to the FBl's Uniform Crime Reporting Program, 

supplementary data are provided on only a subset of homicide cases. Additionally, SHR data are 

updated throughout the year as homicide reports are forwarded by state UCR programs. 

3 In 1998 the states of Florida, Kansas, and Wisconsin did not submit any data to the 

FBI Supplementary Homicide Report. In addition, data from these states was not requested individually 

because the difference in collection techniques would cause a bias in the study results. 

4 Intimate acquaintance is defined as a wife, common-law wife, ex-wife, or girlfriend. 
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SECTION TWO: 

Black Women 

The disproportionate burden of fatal and nonfatal violence borne by black 
women has almost always been overshadowed by the toll violence has taken on black 
men. Black women were murdered at a rate more than three times higher than white 
women (3.64 per 100,000 versus 1.06 per 100,000). 

Age of Black Female Homicide Victims 

In single female victim/single male offender homicides reported for 1998, 10 
percent of the black victims were less than 18 years old (63 victims) and only three 
percent were 65 years of age or older (22 victims). The average age of black female 
homicide victims was 32 years old. 

Victim to Offender Relationship 

Compared to a man, a black woman is far more likely to be killed by her spouse, 
an intimate acquaintance, or a family member than by a stranger. More than 18 times 
as many black females were murdered by a male they knew (582 victims) than were 
killed by male strangers (32 victims) in single victim/single offender incidents in 1998. 
Of black victims who knew their offenders, 54 percent (31 7 out of 582) were wives, 
common-law wives, ex-wives, or girlfriends of the offenders. 

Black Female Homicide Victims and Weapons 

As with female homicide victims in general, firearms-especially 
handguns-were the most common weapons used by males to murder black females 
in 1998. In the 631 homicides for which the murder weapon could be identified, 58 
percent of black female victims (365 victims) were shot and killed with guns. And 
when these women were killed with a gun, it was almost always a handgun (302 
victims or 83 percent). The number of black females shot and killed by their husband 
or intimate acquaintance ( 1 98 victims) was more than six times higher than the total 
number murdered by male strangers using all weapons combined (32 victims) in single 
victim/single offender incidents in 1998. 
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Wyoming  

Six females were murdered by males in Wyoming in 1998 

The homicide rate among females murdered by males in Wyoming was 

2.51 per 100,000 in 1998 

•Ranked 5th in the United States•

Age 

One female homicide victim (20 percent) was less than 18 years old. There were no 

victims 65 years of age or older. The average age was 36 years old. 

Race 

All 6 female murder victims were white. 

Most Common Weapons 

For homicides in which the weapon used could be identified, 50 percent of female 

victims (3 out of 6) were shot and killed with guns. Of these, 67 percent (2 victims) 

were killed with handguns. There were 3 females killed by bodily force. 

Victim/Offender Relationship 

For homicides in which the victim to offender relationship could be identified, all of the 

female victims (6 out of 6) were murdered by someone they knew. None of the 

female victims were killed by strangers. Of the victims who knew their offenders, 33 

percent (2 victims) were wives, common-law wives, ex-wives, or girlfriends of the 

offenders. Among the 2 female intimates murdered, both were killed with guns. One 

victim was shot and killed with a handgun. 

Circumstance 

For homicides in which the circumstance could be identified, 67 percent (4 out of 6) 

were not related to the cor,:-imission of any other felony. Of these, 50 percent (2 

homicides) involved arguments between the victim and offender. 
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Oklahoma 

37 females were murdered by males in Oklahoma in 1998 

The homicide rate among females murdered by males in Oklahoma was 

2.16 per 100,000 in 1998 

•Ranked 7th in the United States•

Age 

Seven female homicide victims (19 percent) were less than 18 years old, and 2 victims 

(6 percent) were 65 years of age or older. The average age was 34 years old. 

Race 

Out of 37 female murder victims, 2 were American Indian, 2 were Asian, 5 were 

black, and 28 were white. 

Most Common Weapons 

For homicides in which the weapon used could be identified, 53 percent of female 

victims (18 out of 34) were shot and killed with guns. Of these, 89 percent (16 

victims) were killed with handguns. There were 2 females killed with knives or other 

cutting instruments, 3 females killed by a blunt object, and 8 females killed by bodily 

force. 

Victim/Offender Relationship 

For homicides in which the victim to offender relationship could be identified, 86 

percent of female victims (32 out of 37) were murdered by someone they knew. Five 

female victims were killed by strangers. Of the victims who knew their offenders, 72 

percent (23 victims) were wives, common-law wives, ex-wives, or girlfriends of the 

offenders. Among the 23 female intimates murdered, 52 percent (12 victims) were 

killed with guns; 83 percent of these (10 victims) were shot and killed with handguns. 

Circumstance 

For homicides in which the circumstance could be identified, 86 percent (30 out of 35) 

were not related to the commission of any other felony. Of these, 53 percent (16 

homicides) involved arguments between the victim and offender. 
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