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The Gen4 Glock 17 is part of the voluntary recoil spring assembly
exchange.

Glock issued an announcement about a voluntary recall or
exchange program for the recoil spring assembly on all of Gen4
pistols sold before July 22, 2011. In the announcement sent out to
Glock armorers, the company stated their product development
team modified “various elements” of the recoil spring assembilies to
“...ensure each pistol’s performance meets the company’s
demanding standards.”

The Gen4 Glock 26 and 27 pistols are not part of this recoil spring
recall.

The recoil spring assemblies can be replaced by the owner of the
firearm, and the firearm does not need to be shipped back to Glock.

The replacement part is free, and the complete instructions on
obtaining the new recoil spring assembly is located at the Glock
site.

There are a variety of different Glock Gen 4 recoil spring
assembilies in circulation. Glock provided the following graphic to
help identify which part you need:
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Ever since the Gen 4 pistols started shipping, there have been
complaints about reliability from some people, especially with the
9mm model 17 and model 19 pistols. Several discussion threads
on the topic have been posted on various shooting and law
enforcement web sites. It would appear that this voluntary
exchange is to address these reliability problems. If so, let’s hope
this snuffs out all of the complaints because the guns will be rock-
solid reliable now.

The third generation Glock pistols chambered in .40 S&W and fitted
with a weapon light were found to be unreliable by a number of
police agencies. A number of people believe Glock introduced the
new recoil spring assembly found on the Gen4 pistols to correct the
third generation problems. Glock, like most privately owned
companies, often keeps such information to themselves. The exact
reasons for much of what the company might do is a area of
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speculation in most cases.
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